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REVIEW OF RUMANTAN WORKERS PARTY JOURNAL, JULY 1956 T

Editorial

The subject of the editorial (pages 3-13) in Lu ta de Clasa of
July 1956 is the election of local party organs, descrived as an impor-
tant step in the development of internal party democracy. :

The editorial recalls that in accordance with the party statute,
whieh provides for the annual election of leading party organs in base,
raion, and city organizations, and for biannual elections in regiune
organizetions, all rarty organizationg have been ordered by the Central
Committee to hold meetings for the Purpose of hearing reports on party
activity and holding thesge elections during the monthg of August,
September, ang October 1956. The new party organs are reminded that
they will be confronted with the problems posed by the heavy demands of
the Second Five-Year Plan which calls in industry for fulfiliment of the
quantitative plang for all types of goeds, for raising labor productivity,
for reducing production costs, and for improving quality; and in agricul-
ture for strengthening ang developing the socialist sector, for increasing
Per-hectare yieids, for extending the area under cultivation, and for inw
creasing the number ang quality of livestock,

It is obvigug, the editorial continues, that thege aims can only be
achieved ifr political ang organizatiocnal Party work is raiged to a higher
level, the concrete meang cf achieving which have been spelled out by
the Second Party Congress. A notable improvement in pParty work ig alreagy
noticeable in many organizationg.

The editorial points out that the key to a stronger, more active,
and more Firmly united party is, as Lenip has shown, the broadest pog-
8lble internal party democracy, which 15 baged on the election of all
the leading PArty organs, and on their duty to account to their electors
perlodically ror a1] their actions. por some years, according to the
editorial, brogress vas being made in thig direction, meetings and
elections were being held more regularly, and the elective principle 1
was being vetier okserved by party organizationg, Further progress can
te expected, the editoria) suggests, following the ney instructions op
how to conduet local elections, recently elaborated by the Central Com- {
mittee of the PMR (Rumanian Workers Party), {

. The party organizations must, of course, be concerned with the
3 Proper organization of the elections, the aditorial continues, but their
main effort must be directed towarg raising the leve] of the electoral
meetings, of the reports submitted to the electors, and of the decisions
reached, in order to ensure better economic leadership toward fulfillpent
of the Second Five.Year Plan, 1t is very important that the activity
reports be a truly collective product of the committees and that every
barticipant in the meetings be encouraged to voice his opinion. Un-
fortunately, the sditorial Says, it has often happened in the past that J
the officers elected to preside over the meetings have, on the contrary,” .
violated party democracy in this regpect. Oriticism must alvays be yel- .
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As provided by the party statute, the editorial states, the party
meetings ang conferences must elect the bureaus or committeas intended to
guide the activities of the party organizations tovard fulfiliment of the
rarty directives, It follows that election of the right people -- that g,
of convinced Communists and leaders in production - to these responsible
Positions ig of particular importance, and the sape thing applies to the
choice of delegates to raion, city, and regiune party conferences. Ac-
cording to the editorial, the candidateg Proposed for thege Positions

Deople's legality, to their fatherland, to brotherhood With members of
racial minorities, and to strengthening ties with the USSR and the
People’s Democracies,

correct social and national composition, the editorial says, and not, ag
happened last year in Cluy, Pitesti, and other regiunes, be guided by such
considerations es the amount of "free time" g man disposes of, or in in-
stitutions, by his administrative rank, The practice of some raion or-
ganizations to Prepare in advance lists of committee candidates in each
commune must also be condemned. Rather, the editorial states, all mempers
mst be allowed to exercise the right guaranteeg by the party statute to
Propese, second, or critieize candidates, Another reprehensible practice
is the limitation ©of the number of candidates to the number of committee
menbers to be chogen,

As for the decisions whieh are to be taken up by the meetings, the
editorial contitues, the hureaus and committees should go no further than
to prepare drafts to be debated and amended instead of, as sometimes hap-
Pens, submitting a finished text ang insisting on its adoption tale quale,

Finally, the editerial recommends that all regiune, raion, and city
party committees check on the manner in which meetings and conferences
take place in local crganizations, especially with ap eye to possible
violations of party democracy, ang also that they provide help and guidance,
when desirable, but be careful not to interfare unnecessarily.

Text of Leninfe Testamegt and Other Ienin Documents

On pages 1428, Lupta de Clasa prints the Rumanian translation of

hereto unpublished Lenin documents, among them his so-called testament,
88 they appaared in Kommunist, issue No 9, 1956, prefaced by a covering

statement, of the Institute of Marxism-Leninism of the Central Committes

of the Cbstu.

Production Costs in Consumer Goods Industry

The problem of profitableness (rentabilitate) of consumer goods
industries is digcussed by Simion Constantin (pages 29-37).

The author recalls the provision of the Second Five-Year Plan under
which real wages are to be increased 30 Percent, chiefly as a result of
lovwer prices for consumer goods, and indicates that the decisive factor
Will be the ability tc lower production costs, which account for the major
rart of the retafl price of goods. Lower production costs can, in turn, j
only be achieved by increasing labor productivity, Lower sales prices,
the author claims without Turther explanation, will act as a stimulant to
the lowering of preduction costs and thus at the same tige inerease the K
profitableness of the manufacturing enterprises. o
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Production of consumer goods in Rumania, Constantin writes, has
improved markedly under the First Five-Year Plan, with regard to both
quantity and quality. However, according to him, certain reprehensivle
rractices for the purpose of increasing profitableness have been resorted
to in the past and must be eradicated in the future. Among them are the
practice of obtaining the approval of the tutelary ministry for charging
a high price for en allegedly new model which in fact is cheaper to produce
than the older one, end concentrating on the production of expensive items
vhile neglecting the cheaper items in great demand.

Unfortunately, the ministries frequently close their eyes when
enterprises abuse their recently granted latitude in planning their
production, Constantin says. They forget that such abuses make it
impossible for socialism to live up to its principle of subordinating
production to the needs of the people. Furthermore, & number of ministries
tolerate the substitution of inferior materials in an item without a re-
duction of its price, or the sale of second-grade goods under a first-
grade label.

What the country needs, the author continues, is a real increase
in the profitableness of enterprises, not a fictitious one obtained by
reprehensible means. Overfulfillment of plans looks very good on paper,
but upon close examination it is often found to constitute a regress rather
than progress. For example, Constantin says, the balance sheet for 1955
of enterprises producing household appliances shows excess profits of
21,149,000 lei. But when the figures are analyzed, it is found that
these profits were obtained exclusively from new articles, while profite
from articles produced alsc in previous Years were actually below tLe
planned figures. This, he says, proves that the increased profits were
really the result of inflated prices and not of increased efficiency.

According to Constantin, party organizations in enterprises should
exercise to the fullest extent their right to check on managerial prac-
tices in order to increase profitableness for the general good of the
masees, and not for the selfish advantage of individual enterprises.

History of the Rumaniapn Communist Party

The campaign ageinst the cult of personality is continued this
month by Lupta de Clasa in &an article (pages 38-55) by M. Frunza on
the role of the masses In the setting up of the People's Democracy
in Rumania.

Frunza writes that the cult of Stalin's personality is chiefly to
blame for the inadequacy of the available studies of the part played by
the popular masses in the events which led to the creation of the Come-
munist regime in Rumania. As a result, the creative role of the Rumanian
Communist Party was not properly eppreciated and the absurd theory of
the "export of revolution" was not sufficlently combated.

The author denounces as fallacious the theories of the Peasant
(Taranist) Party leaders, who in the 1920s and 1930s argued that the
peasant class could and should be the ruling class in Rumania, and of
liberals and soeisliats, who advocated reforms in the capitalist system
on the ground that the Rumanian proletariat was too weak to seize power,
Only the Communists argued correctly, he says, that the proletariat, al-
1lied with the exploited peasants and the small bourgeoisie, was able to
overthrow the exploiters.
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The rewolutionary movement which ended with
bourgeois-landlord r

f the bourgeois-landlord

Actually it was deeply split;
for, because faseism was the bloody dictatorship of the most reactionary

circles of monopolistie capitalism, {t was opposed by many members of the
bourgeoisie, lotellectuals, white-collar workers, artisans, etc., the
majority of whom were starving in the 19305, Even many large capitalists
suffered from the inrcads of Hitlerite capitel 1in Rumanian industry and
from the Hitlerite "sgrarianization" policy. These facts, the author
Bays, together with the events at the front, explain the attitude of

rart of the Rumanisar tourgeoisie before, during, and afte; 23 August 19hh,

On 6 September 1941, he continues his accou
Party had tissued 1ts

uals, "the only criterion being
cupants, their Rumanian lackeys,

a unltary bloc were wrong.

their attitude toward the Hitlerite oc-
and the eriminal war against the USSR."

Encouraged by the victorious advance of the Soviet liberators,
Frunza, the party proceeded to work out its plen for t

Antonescu dictatership, Om 1 May 194k, the party was able to set up the
Single Workers Front, as a result of a shift toward the left in the Social
Democratic Party, The next step was to prepare the armed insurrection,
the cnly means of overthrowing the military-fascist dictatorship of

Antonescu. The averrsd chjectives, the author states, were the popular
ones of withdrewing frcm the eriminal anti-Soviet war and fighting the
Hitlerite invaders.

Those historians, among them the author of an article in Studii,

No 2/195&, who btelieve the armed insurrection of 23 August 1944 was the
work of a small group of men, are mistaken, according to the author.

That would have been quite impossible, he s8ys, for it would contradiet
Lenin's teachings on successful insurrection; the truth was that the con-
ditions enunciated by Lenin had been fulfilled by the victorious advance
into Rumania of the Red Army and the struggle against fascism of the
whole people whose actions were coordinated by the Communist Party,

An importent result of the overthrow of the dic
legalization of the Communist Party,
old contradictions of Rumanian societ
had suct¢essfully organized the insurr
resentation in the new government .,
reaction had been mortally wounded b
"liberating misston recformed in our
party, in obedience to Lenin's precep
ship of the popular movement. Membership in trade unions of which the
Communists cbtained control grew rapidly, and the campaign launched
among the peasants to incite them under worker's leadership to demand the
splitting up of large farms was successful in some parts of the country,
"The Plowmens™ Front, which had been collaborating with the Communists
for a long time, also worked successfully in this direction.

tatorship was the
but, Frunza explains, "one of the

y" was revived, for the party which
ection obtained merely formal rep-
However, he says, the forces of

Yy the popular insurrection and the
country by the Soviet Army"; and the
ts, proceeded to assume the leader-

The party, continues Frunza,
slogans commensurate with the leve
that particular time and reflectin
FND (Frontul Natienal Democrat, Na

’ dravn up in agreement with the Social Democratic Party, caslled for
’ democratic government and an agrarian reform, besides continuation of
the antifascist war in alliance with the USSR. The agrarian reform

then proceeded to coin a number of
1 of understanding of the masses at
g their immediate interests., The
tional Democratic Front) platform,
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Plank vas mainly responsible for the achievement of the worker-peasant

alliance, under the leadership of the workers, The party was also succesgg-
ful in vinning over s pert of the bourgeoisie -- a development constituting
one of the charactaristics of the first phase of the revolutior in Rumania,

On 6 March 195, Frunze 80es on, the "psople's demoeratic® regime
seized pover, *The Preaence of the liberating Soviet troops, although
they did not interferas in the internal struggle, played a glgantic part
in developments, fer 1t encouraged the masses and paralyzed the attempts
of the reactionery forces,... Radescu was not able to start a ¢ivil war,®
From then en, Frenzz s:ys, the state pover becams en instrument in the
hands of the mads%s; instead of a means of repressing them,

The 1946 electicns, in which the Commnists obtained 70 percent of
the votes, were. seeording to Frunza, the first in which voting was uni-
versal, equal; and secrat. They were followed by legislation aiming
at veakaning capitalism, which finally led the bourgeois elements in the
government t5 attempts at sabotaging the people's power and at ccllabo~-
rating with foreiagn imperialists., At the same time "the class struggle
acquiresd & desrer content in the villages,® In the beginning even the
kulaks had baen laterssted in land expropriation, as they hoped to profit
from it thamse was snd %o get rid of their chief rivals for the exploi-
tation of the pL Wrs. But after the land reform, the contradictions
betweern the villages bourgeois and the poor pespsnts reappeared; and the
worker-peasant &lligace vés raised to a higher level, chenging from an
instrument dirsctea 8gainst the lerge landowners into & force directed
agalnst capitalism, As at the zame time the 1947 trade uaion elections
demcngtretad thae vorkers  faith 1in the United Workers Front, it vas plain
that the balance 2¢ pu¥er had shifted in favor of the vorkers and their
allies, The vy wés clear to pass on from the first stage of the revolu-
tion -- ccmpletics of the bourgeois-demoeratic revolution -- to the pexti
higher stage, tha s02laiist revolution. The last representatives of thg"
bourgeoisie ip tha government were eliminated and the monAxchy vae ‘gbolisfied, *
The peculiar <rais of thtg revolution was, as Gheorghiu-Ye j hasz saxd, that™ -
1t waz achiaeved bt the state power itself. Hovever, Frunza points out, it
was only mads pog3ihlae by the existence of the USSR and the changes in
Pavor of sscigliem in the world balance of pover. The politieal develop-
ments 11 Rumanis devoratrete that by adhering strictly to the tenets of 5
Marxism-Lenirism and adapting them to concrete Rumanian coaditione, the
party vas able suceegafully to activate the maeses and to raise them to
the level at which they realized the necessity of gociaiism.

A3 for the futuze, the roed is obvious, the author states, for the
Secound Parvy Cengress has already charted it: consvant activation of the
workers by the Farty and strengthening party ties with the masses., The
former aim 2an best be achieved by improvement of trade union work and
extension of cosperation in the villagee, the latter by developing the
reople's councils, whtch are both organs of state pover and mass organi-
zatiors,

Activation of the mass of party members will in future be greatly .
facilitated by the ramoval of one of the chiaf obstacles, the cult of
personality, the auther concludes,
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Socialist Agriculture ﬂi
[k 4 -
In the intreduction to his article (pages 56-66) on the superiority ~; . -
of lairgs-scale socialist agriculture, 0. Parpala repeats the familiar ey

Marxist contention that, as proved once 2gain by developments in the Ug,
Progress in agriculture in capitaligt countries can only be achieved at ’
the expense of Tuining the smal] farmer, while 1t can be achieved under [ ] L 8

socialism by the fres uniop of farmars in large agricultural enterprises, '
The best Proof is s2id to be the experience of the USSR, whers *for the Ly -

first time in bistory, the Soviet Peasantry united freely in large social- T e
ist farms.® ==

Accoring to Parpala, the theories of earlier Rumanign econonists and
Politictens, vho, like Madgeary, maintained that gmal) farms wvers not only
viabie but Superior to large ones, vere wrong. The Communist—inspired
agrarian reform in 1945 did, indeed. “greatly™ increase the number of
small farms, but 2t Tepresented a Progress, because 1t "freed agriculture
from the survivaig of feudal relations of production,® and furthermore,
because the Pedsanta are now assigted by the stata. However, the agrarian
reform vas only a atep toward the improvement of the peasantig lot, for
the peasant's real walfere can be attained vy large-scale socialist farming
alone,

Parpala lists the familiar arguments in favor of large farm units, the
¢hlef one teing the afficient utilization of pover equipment, which 1s practi-
cally impossible wken the average peasant holding 1g 3 hectares, divided on
the averags ints 9.4 . *vtare strips, often vwidely separated. 3a 1955, the
use of reaper bindars on collsctive farmg 6aved 1.3 million man-days and the
use of cultiveters, 300 0c0 days.,

Large -geale e ~hanized farming should not only do better work, but
8lso reduce corts, but usfortunately, the author admits, "thig problem
bas not received the systematie attention of the heads of socialist
farms” or even of agricultural economists, and in spite of the increaseq
per-hectare productinn under soclalisn on individual as vell as on social-
ist farms, the Aupply of farm rroducts has not kept pace with the increased
demand. The only wey 1 rexedy this situation {g to expand the area of large
soclalist farm wmtta,

Party Life 1

This zecticn {peges 67-75) is devotea to a discussion by E. Dsmian of
Party epparatus work, The author refers to 8 recent decisisn (no date
glven) of the Politinel Bureau of the Rumanian Workers Party conzerning
improvement of the éiTucture of the regiune, raion; and city party com- ‘
mittes tpparetuses, indicating that it refers to increasing the number
of speciaiizag Beciloas, particularly éconcmic; to the creation of posis
of deputy sestion chiefs; tg ralsing the number of commitiee secretariag
to two; an? to other mattarsg, He outlines the Priveiples which should
govern the sctivigias of members of the party apparatus,

Purtx Informstioi

This sectien {pages 7578) contains a description of the activities .
of the Odorhei Raien Farty Committee in the fia%g of socialization of
agriculture; to serve az & example for other committeas,
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Lessons and Consultations

The subject of this morth's lesson (pages 78-94) is the activity

' o;_tha Rumani}_n Communist Party during the 1929-1933 ‘economic depression.

Answers to Readars

' Answers are givez to questions on the various roads to socialism, and

on various problems of party organization (pages 94-106),

From the Communist Party Press

In this section are published this month the conclusions of the
Sixth Plena'sy Masting of the Central Comzittee of the Greek Communist
Party (pages 107-113); a reviev, by C. Arnautu, of the ideological
strugglé in capitalist countries, as reflested in their “progressive"
periodicals (pages 113-118); and a review of the first issue of the
reriodical Estudios published by the Communist Party of Uruguay
(pages 118-I2IJ.

Criticiem and Bibliography

 'Thies section (pages 122-126) contains a critical article on the
newspaper Drum Nou, orgen of the Btalin Regiune Party Committee and
People's Councii. The paper is eriticized for lack of combativity in
1‘{.5 handling of industrial problems.

Notes

In this section (pages 126-128), N. Marcu takes isgue with & number
of statementd wade by R. Culea in an article on the reactionary character
of the slogar, "Sumanie, an eminently agricultural country,* which ap-
peared in the pericdical Cercetari Filosofice, No 3, 1955.
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